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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply Is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication (s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parfe Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 7-11 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-5,12 and 13 is/are rejected. 

7) S Claim(s) 6 and 14 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomri PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the prioiity documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the ceitified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17,2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restriction 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 : 

Group I, Claims 1-6 and 12-14, drawn to a method for cleaning a first electrodes, 
classified in Class 134, subclass 6. 

Group II, Claims 7-11, drawn to a method of cleaning a wire-like electrode, classified in 
Class 134, subclass 42. 

Inventions I and II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they are 
not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions group I do not require a wire-like electrode or a housing having a base member. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, have acquired a separate status 
in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, the search required for Group I is 
not required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Mr. Jeffrey R. Kurin on December 16, 2004, 2004 
a provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 
1-6, and 12-14. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in responding to this 
Office action. Claims 7-1 1 are withdrawn from further consideration by the Examiner, 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 . 142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 
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Joint Inventors 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a diligently-filed petition 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1. 17(h). 

The Specification 

The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On page 22, line 22, "5 N" should be changed to 5 B. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C* § 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention* 

Claim 2, should depend on claim 1 but it is dependent on "claim 2", which make the 
claim indefinite. The applicant should change the "claim 2" to claims 1. 

Double Patenting 

Claims 1-2, 4-5, 12-13 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 11, 12, 23 and 24 of 
copending application Serial No. 10/278,193. 

Copending application Serial No. 10/278,193 discloses all the limitation as claimed herein 
except that the copending application is limited to bead and moving arm which are cleaning 
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devices on the first and second group of electrodes. The limitations of the 10/278,193 read on the 
cleaning device of the instance process. One of ordinary skill in the art would expect that one 
electrode could be cleaned in the same manner as cleaning the group of electrode. 

The non- statutory double patenting rejection, whether of the obvious-type or non- 
obvious-type, is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded in public pohcy (a policy 
reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise extension of the 
"right to exclude" granted by a patent. In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 
(CCPA 1969); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); In re Van Ornam, 
686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. 
Cir. 1985); and In re Goodman, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR L321 (b) and © may be used 
to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a non-statutory double patenting 
ground provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with 
this application. See 37 CFR 1.78 (d). 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a Terminal 
Disclaimer. A Terminal Disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 
3.73(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the apphcant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(c) he has abandoned the invention. 

(d) the invention was first patented or caused to be patented, or was the subject of an inventor's certificate, 
by the applicant or his legal representatives or assigns in a foreign country prior to the date of the 
appHcation for patent in this country on an application for patent or inventor's certificate filed more than 
twelve months before the fihng of the application in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by 
another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent 

(f) he did not himself invent the subject matter sought to be patented. 
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(g) before the applicant's invention thereof the invention was made in this country by another who had not 
abandoned, suppressed, or concealed it. In determining priority of invention there shall be considered not 
only the respective dates of conception and reduction to practice of the invention, but also the reasonable 
diligence of one who was first to conceive and last to reduce to practice, from a time prior to conception by 
the other 

Claims 1-2, 4-5, 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Borysiak. 

Borysiak (4,284,420) discloses first group of electrodes (24) and second group of 
electrodes (16 and 17). A first group of electrodes are cleaned with scraper 36 which is carried 
by scraper 32, as by arm 38. The scraper (36) are attached to the second group of electrodes. The 
First electrodes are cleaned by moving the second electrodes out and into the air cleaner. 
Removing an electrode also read on the Borysiak reference since the claim 4 does not require 
that the only one electrode is removed and replaced. Borysiak discloses all the limitations as 
claimed herein. Therefore, the reference anticipate the claimed process. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3, 6 and 14 would be allowable if a proper terminal disclaimer is filed. 

Reasons For Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

None of the prior art discloses or suggests method for cleaning a first group of electrodes 
of an air conditioner, wherein a cleaning device is deflected away firom the first electrodes and 
does not contact the first electrodes. 
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Prior Art 



Kikuchi (4092134) and Chang (5437713) disclose to clean the electrodes with scraper but 
fail to disclose that the scraper is attached to the electrodes. 

Utsumi (4,3 18,718) discloses a cleaning device attached to an electrode but fails to 
disclose that the cleaning device is moved with the second electrode. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeed T. Chaudhry whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1298. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Michael Barr, can be reached on (S71)-272-1414. The fax phone number for 
non-final is (703)-872-9306. 

When filing a FAX in Gp 1 700, please indicate in the Header (upper right) '^OfficiaV^ 
for papers that are to be entered into the file, and ''Unofficial for draft documents and other 
communication with the PTO that are for entry into the file of the application. This will 
expedite processing of your papers. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1 700. 



Saeed T Chaudhry 
Patent Examiner 



MICHAB.BARR 
SUPERVISORY RKTENT EXAMINE 




